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FROM THE DIRECTOR

... whether, how, for whom, 
and in what circumstances 
does the free, networked, 
public sharing of digital 
(information and 
communication) resources 
contribute towards (or not) 
a process of positive social 
transformation? 
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This year has seen SIRCA live up to its 
reputation for managed transformation. 
SIRCA’s intensive mentorship model 
has created lasting and resounding 
capacity amidst Asian and then Global 
communities of inter-disciplinary 
researchers. In SIRCA’s third iteration, 
our ability to engage others to work 
collectively through inter-disciplinary 
design has been shifted to focus on a 
central objective – to build the field 
of open development. Focusing on the 
impact of digitally-enabled openness to 
reduce global inequalities enables SIRCA 
to bring our transformed programme 
design into effective action. 

In 2015, we welcomed six teams of 
leading global scholars to develop 
conceptual critical perspectives on 
cross-cutting open development 
themes. The first step of defining open 
development was especially complex 
when faced with the challenge of 
corralling strong interdisciplinary 
perspectives. Determined effort at the 
SIRCA Open Workshop in Bangalore led 
to the emergence of common ground, 
with the broader investigation centring 
on whether, how, for whom, and in what 
circumstances does the free, networked, 
public sharing of digital (information 
and communication) resources 
contribute towards (or not) a process of 
positive social transformation? 

This common definitional scope is a 
significant departure from our previous 
rounds, but we are already seeing the 
impact this has had on the quality and 
potential for theoretically rigorous 
and empirically tested ICTD research 
on open development. A review of the 

literature led us to uncover failure to 
conceptualise the link between features 
of digitally-enabled openness and 
development outcomes. In order to 
address short-comings of mainstream 
research, we are not stopping with 
reviews and theoretical advancement.  
This year is shaping up to be the most 
exciting, albeit challenging, part of the 
programme. 

In 2016, we invited another six teams 
of emerging scholars to empirically 
test our theoretical frameworks so 
that the links between digitally-
enabled openness and development 
outcomes are not only conceptualised, 
but substantiated in context. This 
simultaneous theoretical-empirical 
approach, with minimal conflicts-
of-interest between the two sets of 
scholars, is novel in ICTD research. 
SIRCA’s theory driven and empirically 
tested research model has the potential 
to serve as a gold-standard practice 
in ICTD research. A book volume to 
demonstrate the ground-breaking 
work that will define not only our 
programme, but the field of open 
development, is currently under review 
at a major university press. 

Field-building requires impact greater 
than academic publications, with the 
design of subsequent impacts on 
practical implementations and policy 
insights a programmatic next step. To 
do so, we aim to create opportunities 
for dissemination of the theorisation, 
as well as cross-pollination with like-
minded scholars, practitioners, and 
policy-makers. There is much to look 
forward to.

ARUL CHIB 
Director
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The Strengthening Information Society 
Research Capacity Alliance (SIRCA) III 
programme has significantly evolved 
since its first and second iteration. The 
current programme is a research grant 
award focused on developing cross-
cutting theoretical frameworks in the 
area of Open Development. SIRCA III 
has funded two-year theory-building 
projects led by six distinct teams of 
two to three senior researchers and/
or practitioners that will be empirically 
investigated in developing countries in 
Asia and Africa in 2016. 

The SIRCA programme has its roots 
in research capacity building. SIRCA 
I focused on building the social 
science research skills of emerging 
Asian scholars in the information 
and communications technology 
for development (ICT4D) space in 
2008. After the first round, SIRCA II 
expanded into Africa and Latin America, 
establishing a greater community 
to draw on in order to improve the 
research capacity of ICTD scholars in 
the Global South in 2011. The SIRCA 
III programme maintains a research 
capacity building element but has 
shifted focus to a concentrated research 
aim, thus increasing the programme’s 
capacity to make a real difference in the 
lives of poor and marginalised people.  

Open Development is one of the most 
promising avenues for ICT4D because 
openness is supposed to enable 
greater sharing and use of information 
and communication resources while 
fostering democratic and inclusive 
control over public resources through 
decentralised networks. However, 
progress in this area has been siloed and 
has not always translated into positive 
development outcomes, but it is not 
clear why. The SIRCA III programme 
addresses these gaps by focusing 
on cross-cutting open development 
themes that span across domains and 
different kinds of openness as a means 
to understand what it is about openness 
that really makes a difference. 
 
SIRCA III has two phases in its research 
design – a theoretical phase (Phase 
I) and an empirical phase (Phase II) in 
its first and second year respectively. 
During the first year, senior research 
teams were awarded funding to 
develop a cross-cutting theoretical 
framework. This framework will then 
be tested during the empirical phase 
of the programme in Year 2. Additional 
researchers were selected through a 
second call for proposals to conduct the 
empirical research in close collaboration 
with the senior research teams. SIRCA 
III works closely with all of the research 
teams throughout the programme to 
synthesise results across teams, as well 
as combine our efforts to influence 
policy and public opinion.

SIRCA III works closely with 
all of the research teams 
throughout the programme 
to synthesise results across 
teams, as well as combine our 
efforts to influence policy 
and public opinion.
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In May 2015, the first call for proposals 
was launched and 60 individuals 
across Asia, Africa and Latin America 
expressed their interest to apply for 
Phase I grants. 22 complete applications 
(36.7%) were received upon the call 
submission deadline. After a rigorous 
review process, six inter-disciplinary 
theoretical teams based in different 
countries were selected and awarded a 
grant each. Teams are formed by two to 
three senior researchers (“Theoretical 
Principal Investigators [PI]”) who 
proposed complementary cross-cutting 
theoretical frameworks such as, the role 
and place of trust in open development, 
a critical capabilities approach to open 
development, organisational flux, norms 
and power distribution, structure 
and agency of open information 
systems, public engagement, and 
informal learning and inclusion in open 
initiatives. 

The teams developed white papers to 
launch their frameworks early into the 
process for public evaluation, staying 
true to the values of openness that 
underpin the research. These white 
papers also served the basis for a 
second call for proposals, launched in 
February 2016, which sought proposals 
for projects to empirically test the 
frameworks. As in earlier programmes, 
SIRCA III perseveres in its efforts to 
encourage collaboration between senior 
researchers and empirical scholars. 
17 proposals were received when the 
applications closed in March 2016.

Six projects were conditionally accepted 
and asked to make revisions based on 
feedback from the theoretical teams 
and the Steering Committee. Six 
projects were formally accepted after 
a round of revisions. Empirical teams 
will carry out case study research in 
summer 2016 to respond to six of the 
theoretical frameworks. 

Year after year, the programme 
continues to bring together the 
endeavours of the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and the Singapore Internet Research 
Centre (SiRC) to identify future 
research leaders and facilitate their 
development through the support of 
research grants. Phase 2 especially 
takes care of this mutual interest as 
researchers from developing countries 
were targeted.

In addition, SIRCA is opening the 
programme to external contributors 
through an open call for book chapters, 
to produce a timely and significant 
contribution to open development and 
ultimately, to influence policy and public 
opinion in the ICTD sphere.

As in earlier programmes, 
SIRCA III perseveres in 
its efforts to encourage 
collaboration between  
senior researchers and 
empirical scholars.



VISION AND MISSION 

VISION 

SIRCA strives to conceptually shift the 
field of open development by developing 
high-quality and interdisciplinary 
theory on cross-cutting open 
development themes, and by empirically 
testing theory in developing countries, 
specifically Asia and Africa. The aim of 
the grant emphasises the production 
of impactful research outputs, 
strengthened by capacity building 
and open collaboration. Ultimately 
our network will have permanent and 
significant influence on the conceptual 
rigor, policy, and public opinion of Open 
Development as a means to make the 
potential for digitally-enabled openness 
to contribute towards a process of 
positive social transformation a reality.
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MISSION

1. Develop, interdisciplinary theoretical 
frameworks around digitally-enabled 
openness, inclusion, and rights, 
generating a seminal output for Open 
Development;

2. Interrogate, validate, and test 
emergent theoretical frameworks 
of Open Development with empirical 
evidence gathered in developing 
countries;

3. Produce, disseminate and translate 
outputs into outcomes influencing 
policy, practice, and public opinion; 
and;

4. Build intellectual leadership and 
critical research skills amongst 
researchers in developing countries 
through mentorship by senior 
research teams.
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STAFF

Director
ARUL CHIB

Research	Associate
CAITLIN BENTLEY

Finance	Officer
SANDY PEK SIN YEE

Dr. Arul Chib	is	an	Associate	Professor	at	the	Wee	Kim	Wee	School	of	Communication	and	Information	and	Director	of	the	Singapore	
Internet	Research	Centre	at	Nanyang	Technological	University.		Dr.	Chib	investigates	the	impact	of	mobile	phones	in	healthcare	(mHealth)	
and	in	transnational	migration	issues,	and	is	particularly	interested	in	intersects	of	marginalization.	Dr.	Chib	won	the	2011	Prosper.
NET-Scopus	Award	for	the	use	of	ICTs	for	sustainable	development,	accompanied	by	a	fellowship	from	the	Alexander	von	Humboldt	
Foundation,	one	of	the	highest	honours	in	the	European	tradition.	Dr.	Chib	has	been	the	Principal	Investigator	and	Coordinator	of	the	
SIRCA	programmes	since	2008,	mentoring	emerging	researchers	from	Africa,	Asia,	and	Latin	America.

BIOGRAPHY



ANDY DEARDEN 
United Kingdom
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RESEARCH TEAMS AND PROJECTS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
Resources, Learning and Inclusion in Open Development
Engaging with open development (OD) necessitates learning in which people appropriate 
and adopt new technologies and socio-technical practices. This typically involves 
informal learning (i.e. outside of formal education), and will differ between reading 
relationships (as a user of OD resources) and writing relationships (for full ownership or 
authorship of OD). If potential participants are unable to connect with existing learning 
networks, OD initiatives will have limited impact. Communities that aim to be ‘open’ may 
exclude people by virtue of race, language, literacies, gender, sexuality, phone/computer 
ownership, access to Internet or other aspects of identity. This project will explore the 
situated material conditions and informal learning practices that surround processes 
of inclusion in (and exclusion from) OD initiatives. The project will develop more 
detailed ethnographic and socio-material accounts of the informal learning processes 
and outcomes in such encounters. It will foreground the ways that global inequities 
of infrastructure, default identities and the cultural practices often associated with 
openness can “format” participation in subtle but significant ways.

Dr. Marion Walton is an Associate Professor of Media Studies and production at the 
University of Cape Town (South Africa). Her research explores the connections between 
media studies and the study of software, digital media, social networks and games. She 
has a particular interest in mobile media and developing new research methodologies for 
the study of interactive media, and user experiences of social and participatory media. 
Her Ph.D. studies included a period of study at the Centre for the Study of Children, 
Youth and Media at the Institute of Education, University of London. Her research in 
Human Computer Interaction suggests approaches to studying software as a new form of 
media, and confronts the issues of power and regulation of meaning that arise for users 
of software, particularly those in marginalised contexts.

Dr. Andy Dearden is a Professor of Interactive Systems Design at Sheffield Hallam 
University, United Kingdom. His research deals with participatory methods for designing 
and using interactive computer and communications systems to support social and 
economic development for people and communities. I have worked with private, public 
& third sector organisations in the UK, India and Africa. In 2009, my team’s work with 
a co-operative of marginalised Indian farmers received an Award from the Manthan 
Foundation (South Asia) for its contribution to e-Enterprise & Livelihood. His work is 
particularly concerned with enabling people and groups who may have limited resources, 
or limited experience with technology, to shape systems for themselves.

Dr. Melissa Densmore is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Computer Science at 
the University of Cape Town (UCT). Prior to joining UCT in August 2014, she completed 
a postdoctoral at Microsoft Research in Bangalore, India as part of the Technology 
for Emerging Markets group, where she has been conducting a trial comparing the 
effectiveness of community health workers using interactive mobile health education 
materials to health workers using paper flipbooks. Melissa completed her Ph.D. 
at University of California, Berkeley in Information Management and Systems, a 
3-year ethnographic study of the use of Internet and mobile technologies by health 
practitioners and NGO staff in a health financing program in Uganda. Her research 
interests include human computer interaction for development (HCI4D), mobile health, 
and last-mile networking.

MARION WALTON 
South Africa

MELISSA DENSMORE 
South Africa
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Empirical Project
How do farmers’ digital literacy levels, socioeconomic status, literacy, gender and  
land ownership status, influence their ability to benefit from open data? 
This research explores the factors and informal learning practices that influence 
inclusion in, and exclusion from, an open data initiative to engage farmers in the 
effective use of crop advisory agricultural information in Sri Lanka. Walton, Dearden and 
Densmore (2016) argue that the design of gateways will have an effect on the degree 
of inclusion within open development initiatives. Mobiles are regularly assumed to be 
accessible vehicles of open development, but in reality there are many informal learning 
processes, individual attributes and community dynamics that affect uptake. These 
aspects can also determine the extent and form by which marginalised people contribute 
as passive or active users. Our project investigates these claims within an open 
development initiative that provides crop advisory information to farmers. Qualitative 
research methods will be used to assess the learning processes by which farmers access 
the information provided through the mobile app, the effect that factors such as digital 
literacy, socioeconomic status, literacy, gender, and land ownership status has on their 
interaction with this information, and the extent that they contribute back to their 
communities and the system.  

Chiranthi Rajapakse is a Senior Researcher at LIRNEasia (http://lirneasia.net), currently 
working on a project investigating the use of ICTs in agriculture and supply chain 
development in Sri Lanka. In the past she has been involved in LIRNEasia research looking 
at the use of mobile phones among micro entrepreneurs in Myanmar, and how gender 
affects mobile phone usage. She has also worked as a feature writer in the print media 
and holds double degrees; Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree from the University of London 
(International Programmes) and a degree in Dentistry from the University of Peradeniya, 
Sri Lanka. 

Piyumi Gamage’s research interests are use of ICT in agriculture & supply chain 
development, sustainability and climate change related studies. She holds double 
degrees; Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Specialised in Agricultural Economics and 
Extension) from the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka and Graduateship in Chemistry 
at the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon. She is a member of Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association (AAEA-USA), Sri Lanka Economic Association, affiliate member 
of the Chartered Institute of Marketing UK and an associate member of the Institute of 
Chemistry Ceylon. Piyumi is currently completing her Master’s degree in Agricultural 
Economics at the Postgraduate Institute of Agriculture (PGIA), University of Peradeniya.

CHIRANTHI RAJAPAKSE  
Sri Lanka

PIYUMI GAMAGE 
Sri Lanka
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
Elements of Trust in an Open Model: Exploring the Role and Place of Trust in  
Open Education and Urban Services in the Global South
The success of open development and open access critically hinges on the trust shared 
by the various actors. While open development has the potential to facilitate access to 
a wide variety of services and information in the Global South, it will founder unless 
users, developers and other stakeholders have a basic trust in the material and services. 
This is particularly the case with open health and open learning. We intend to examine 
trust in openly developed education and health applications. Both of these sectors have 
key social functionality that is being digitalised. Further both institutions share a focus 
on knowledge management and authoritative information. Thus, the issues of trust in 
openly developed and openly accessible services have implications for the management 
of professional knowledge under the purview of expert practitioners. 

Dr. Rich Ling is a Shaw Foundation Professor of Media Technology, Wee Kim Wee School 
of Communication and Information, Nanyang Technological University (Singapore). He 
has focused his work on the social consequences of mobile communication. He was 
a professor at the IT University of Copenhagen, where he has served in Department 
management and he works at Telenor near Oslo, Norway. Ling has been the Pohs Visiting 
Professor of Communication Studies (2005) at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 
He is the author of the book “Taken for grantedness” (2012 MIT Press), “New Tech, New 
Ties” (2008 MIT), “The Mobile Connection” (Morgan Kaufmann) and co-author of “Mobile 
Phones and Mobile Communication” (2009 Polity).

Dr. John Traxler is a Professor of Mobile Learning and Director of the Learning Lab 
at the University of Wolverhampton, United Kingdom. He is one of the pioneers of 
mobile learning and has been associated with mobile learning projects since 2001. 
He is co-editor of the definitive book, “Mobile Learning: A Handbook for Educators 
and Trainers”, and “Mobile Learning: The Next Generation”. He has written nearly 30 
book chapters on mobile learning. John has been responsible for large-scale mobile 
learning implementations, small-scale mobile learning research interventions, major 
evaluations and landscape reviews. He currently works on a large EU project exploring 
digital learning for CPD in rural areas and is expert reviewer for EU projects. He has been 
actively developing innovative approaches to the ethics of mobile and popular digital 
technologies.

RICH LING 
Singapore

JOHN TRAXLER 
United Kingdom
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Empirical Project
Can citizens’ ability to access, participate and collaborate in urban services make the 
urban governance system more trustworthy?
Our project adds to the discourse on the importance of citizen science in enhancing 
the trustworthiness in the governance of urban services. This research responds to 
Ling and Traxler’s theoretical framework by assessing the openness –¬ as defined by 
access, participation and collaboration ¬– of one key urban service, namely the road 
and pedestrian infrastructure in Chennai, India. We will examine the extent to which 
the urban infrastructure governance system has been designed to be ‘trustworthy’. To 
assess trustworthiness, we will employ an analytical framework that is based on the 
principles of transparency, accountability and participation. Second, we will assess the 
perceptions of trust among stakeholders, and attempt to answer how – rather than 
whether – open access, participation and collaboration influences citizens’ perception of 
the trustworthiness in government. Third, we will assess the role that an ICT tool may 
play in improving trust and trustworthiness of the system and stakeholders, including 
the trust government gives to citizen-generated data. 

Satyarupa Shekhar Swain heads the Government Outreach and Advisory group which 
works to overcome challenges to access to basic services posed by a lack of data and 
information, while improving transparency and accountability. Satyarupa works with 
the city government and other public agencies in the city to bring a more data-driven 
approach to governance and leads the Chennai Data Portal project, which collaborates 
with government departments to create and use data for decision making. Prior to 
joining CAG, Satyarupa worked at Transparent Chennai and the Centre for Development 
Finance at IFMR, Democracy Connect, the Indian School of Business and the World Social 
Forum 2004. She holds a Masters degree in Law and Economics from the University 
of Rotterdam, where she was an Erasmus Mundus scholar. She also has a Masters in 
Economics from the University of Hyderabad.

Dr. David Sadoway is a Research Fellow with HSS-Sociology at Nanyang Technological 
University. His current research involves the socio-psychological impact of noise and 
vibration in high density neighourhoods. David has a PhD in Urban Planning and Design 
from the University of Hong Kong (2013) and served as a Postdoctoral Fellow at 
Concordia University (Montréal) (2012-2014), where he studied the politics of Indian 
urban infrastructure in Delhi and Bangalore. Dr. Sadoway has been a Visiting Scholar 
at The Technical University of Darmstadt’s Topology of Technology Faculty (2013), the 
National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi (2013) and Academia Sinica’s Center for 
Asia-Pacific Area Studies, Taipei (2008). His research interests include: Asian urbanism, 
civic environmentalism, urban infrastructure and technologies, community informatics 
and enclave urbanism. Dr. Sadoway has worked in the U.N. system, government, the non-
profit sector and with urban planning consultants in Toronto and Vancouver.

SATYARUPA SHEKHAR SWAIN 
India

DAVID SADOWAY 
Singapore
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
A Critical Capability Approach to Open Development
Drawing upon the critical theory of technology/information systems and Sen’s capability 
approach, the Critical Capability Approach (CCA) serves as a conceptual basis for a 
research framework that could be applied to assess the design, implementation and 
evaluation of open development projects. Instead of measuring the achievement of 
technological or political goals, we propose sets of research questions that seek to 
explicate the ideological and political foundations of openness, and the extent to which 
openness enhances users’ well-being and agency freedom. The research framework aims 
to equip researchers with some conceptual guidance and methodological suggestions 
to carry out independent evaluation of open development initiatives, and in this 
process start a dialogue with policy makers, donors and designers, to engage with all 
key stakeholders and to protect the interests of the marginalised and disadvantaged. 
The CCA Research Framework is not sector specific and can be applied to any open 
development project.

Dr. Yingqin Zheng is Senior Lecturer at the School of Management, Royal Holloway 
University of London. She obtained her doctorate from the University of Cambridge 
as a Gates Scholar. Her research interests include the implications of information and 
communication technologies in the transformation of organisations and societies. Her 
work in ICTD explores the contributions of conceptual approaches such as Sen’s capability 
approach. Empirically she has investigated topics related to health information systems, 
distributed innovation, social inclusion, social media and collection action. She currently 
serves as Senior Editor for Information Technology and People and Associate Editor for 
the Information Systems Journal.

Dr. Bernd Carsten Stahl is a Professor at De Montford University and Director of the 
Centre for Computing and Social Responsibility, specialising in Critical Research of 
Technology. His research covers philosophical issues arising from the intersections 
of business, technology and information. This includes the ethics of ICT and critical 
approaches to information systems. From 2009 to 2011 he served as the coordinator of 
the EU FP7 research project on “Ethical Issues of Emerging ICT Applications” (ETICA), and 
from 2012 to 2015 he served as the coordinator of the EU FP7 research project “Civil 
Society Organisations in Designing Research Governance” (CONSIDER).

YINGQIN ZHENG 
United Kingdom

BERND CARSTEN STAHL 
United Kingdom
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Empirical Project
Using the critical capability approach to empirically analyse the design and 
implementation of the open government initiative on education sector in Tanzania
Governments are promoting openness through publication of open data, believing that it 
will result in participatory policymaking and enable positive returns to society. Tanzania 
adopted the Open Data Initiative in 2011. It carried out its open government partnership 
(OGP) Action Plan I in 2012-2013, and is currently implementing the OGP Action Plan II in 
2014 – 2016. In the current phase, the government of Tanzania is committed to publish 
its data on prioritised sectors particularly Health, Education and Water on its open data 
portal (www.opendata.go.tz). This study investigates the critical capability approach to 
evaluate the design and implementation of Open Data Initiative (ODI) in Tanzania within 
the education sector. Our research analyses whether the design and implementation of 
the program was responsible for bringing in a wide range of actors into policy processes 
and debates, bringing new ideas and thinking on policy making, and stronger public 
participation in monitoring and citizen feedback, especially those specified by the OGP 
Action Plan II – particularly academia, media, public administrators and the general 
public.

Dr. Goodiel Moshi is a lecturer at the University of Dodoma, Tanzania. He earned his BSc in 
Information and Communication Technologies Management at the Mzumbe University. He 
obtained his Masters and PhD on ICT regulation, policies and utilization from the Waseda 
University in Japan. His research focuses on ICT policies and utilization in networked 
societies, particularly in developing countries. His current research interests include 
ICT infrastructure and utilization, open data and mobile money in Tanzania and Africa at 
large.

Deo Shao is a Lecturer at the College of Informatics and Virtual Education of the 
University of Dodoma. He obtained a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science Degree, 
from the department of Computer Science, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in 
2009; Masters of Science in Computer Science in 2012 from the School of Technology, 
Malmo University, Sweden. His research interests include Software Engineering, Web 
Technologies, Mobile Computing, Semantic Web, Web Services, Open Data, E-government, 
mHealth, Linked Open Data and Data mining. His PhD research focuses at analysing the 
open government data initiative implementation in Tanzania.

GOODIEL C. MOSHI 
Tanzania

DEO SHAO 
Tanzania
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
Open development – A focus on organisational norms and power redistribution
Open development is the employment of ICT-enabled ‘openness’ towards an improved 
distribution of power across the intended community of impact. Typically, ICT-based 
affordances rapidly transform the organisational context of development practice, 
enhancing organisational outcomes. But affordances cannot be mistaken for norms; the 
interplay between affordances and norms, and crystallisation of new norms, is critical 
for moving towards appropriate organisational outcomes. Further, improved distribution 
of power must occur not merely in the proximity of the ‘(networked) organising space’ 
but across the intended community of impact. The continuum between the organising 
and community spaces in ‘open initiatives’ must be examined critically, especially with 
regard to governance and distribution of power. Empirical research to trace how norms 
related to development outcomes are built and sustained in open organisations, and 
how improved distribution of power in the wider community of impact is caused or not, 
would help understand and enhance the impact of ‘open’ practices and organisations on 
development.

Anita Gurumurthy is a founding member and Executive Director of IT for Change, an 
India-based NGO that works at the intersection of development and digital technologies. 
The organisational vision on social justice in the network society draws upon Southern 
critiques of mainstream development, and its key strategy is to create and work through 
trust-based coalitions and horizontal alliances. Through her work at IT for Change, Anita 
has attempted to promote conversations between theory and practice. In addition to 
research responsibilities at IT for Change, Anita also leads the work of the organisation’s 
field resource centre that works with grassroots communities on ‘technology for social 
change’ models. Equity and community-ownership, focusing particularly on socially 
marginalised women, are the cornerstones of such model building.

Parminder Jeet Singh is the Executive Director of IT for Change (India), leading work in 
the areas of governance reform and Internet Governance. He worked for nearly a decade 
in the government, where he initiated innovative e-governance projects. In 2001, he 
co-authored the book, “Government@Net: E-governance opportunities for India” (Sage 
Publications). He was invited to do a research study at the INSEAD Business School in 
France on ‘New ICTs for community and governance institutions’. He also worked with 
many ICTD projects, policy research and advocacy related to information society issues. 
At IT for Change, he is the coordinator of a UNDP-funded field project, which aims to 
bring new ICTs to disadvantaged rural women, and project ‘Information Society for the 
South’.

ANITA GURUMURTHY 
India

PARMINDER JEET SINGH 
India



	 ABOUT THE SIRCA PROGRAMME SIRCA Semi-Annual Report 16/17  15

PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Empirical Project
Digitisation as ‘openness’? Mapping electronic governance and shifting politics of land in 
West Bengal, India
In West Bengal, India, the BUCHITRA project has operationalised an upgraded version 
of the land management information system titled BHUMI that has been implemented 
in other states of India. The fundamental plan of BUCHITRA is to have an integrated 
database that brings together different land administration functions into a ‘single 
window service’ system available and accessible to the public in general. This research 
empirically evaluates and frames the transformation of the ‘organising space’ of the 
BHUCHITRA project, and thus of land governance, in West Bengal. The inquiry focuses 
on internal transformations in the structure of land governance in West Bengal — 
including knowledge and skill flows, internal distribution of power, and the making 
and reconfiguration of the functions of public and private actors — driven by the 
deployment of the BHUCHITRA project. Simultaneously, the study seeks to follow the 
‘governed’ subject, or the recipient of government ‘service,’ into the field of land dispute 
settlements to understand the impact of this shift in the technologies of governance on 
the ‘community space’ of the citizens.

Sumandro Chattapadhyay, Research Director, the Centre for Internet and Society, has 
research interests spanning history and politics of informatics in India, new media and 
technology studies and data infrastructures and economies. He is also keenly interested 
in computational techniques in arts, humanities, and social research, and emerging 
methodological questions. At the Centre for Internet and Society, Sumandro leads the 
Researchers at Work (RAW) programme, which hosts inter-disciplinary initiatives in 
academic, applied, and creative research. He also works closely with the policy research 
teams working on openness policies (open data, open access, free software, etc.), big 
data and privacy, and digital economy and e-governance.

Himadri Chatterjee is a doctoral candidate in the Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. His research interests include land politics, economies and effects of 
labour migration, technologies of governance, urban development, rural industrialisation, 
and e-governance. Himadri’s doctoral project is titled Partitioned Urbanity: Refugee 
Politics and Planning in Kolkata. His PhD project traces the effects of post-partition 
refugee rehabilitation policies on the peripheries of Kolkata Urban Agglomeration. Using 
ethnographic and archival material, his research attempts to weave a genealogy of both 
the transformation of the refugee population and their habitations while responding to 
the apparatus of governance built around the issues of displacement and resettlement.

SUMANDRO CHATTAPADHYAY 
India

HIMADRI CHATTERJEE 
India
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
Public Engagement in Open Development: A Knowledge Stewardship Approach
Early open development work assumed that the Internet and openness decentralised 
power and enabled public engagement by disintermediating knowledge production 
and dissemination.  However, over time, new intermediaries have become involved in 
the delivery of open information and in the stewardship of open knowledge.  We have 
identified five models of intermediation in open development work: decentralised, 
arterial, ecosystem, bridging and communities of practice.  The goal of this project 
is to produce exploratory research about trends in intermediation across three 
areas of openness work: open government, open education and open science.  How 
do intermediaries add value, for whom, and where is this value accruing?  Does 
intermediation serve to maintain openness and facilitate public engagement, or 
does it create new power structures?  To answer such questions, we believe it would 
be productive to identify common trends or tendencies in how different types of 
intermediaries take on the stewardship of open information across the different 
domains of open development work.

Dr. Katherine Reilly is an Assistant Professor at Simon Fraser University, Canada. Reilly’s 
research is in the area of international and development communication with a particular 
focus on Latin America. Before starting doctoral studies, she worked as a freelance 
researcher on ICT4D in Latin America with various organisations including the Association 
for Progressive Communications (APC), the International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), the Social Sciences Research Council (SSRC) and the Foundation for Networks and 
Development of the Dominican Republic (FUNREDES). Much of this work considered the 
ways in which Latin American civil society was taking up new digital communications 
technologies, and how this impacted their engagement with democratisation and 
transnational political processes. Since starting at SFU, Reilly has produced an edited 
volume on ‘Open Development’ with IDRC which outlines a shift in thinking in information 
age development interventions from ICT4D to Open Development.

Dr. Juan Pablo Alperin is an Assistant Professor in the Publishing Program, with research 
interests in new media technologies and scholarly publishing, and a collaborator 
on the Public Knowledge Project at Simon Fraser University, Canada. He is also a 
multidisciplinary scholar with over eight years of experience in online scholarly 
publishing. His expertise includes editorial workflow management, indexing, XML 
production, software development, scholarly communications, Web technologies, and 
social media metrics. He complements his professional experiences in publishing with 
a background in Computer Science (University of Waterloo) and Education (Stanford 
University). 

KATHERINE REILLY 
Canada

JUAN PABLO ALPERIN 
Canada
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Empirical Project
Understanding the structures and mechanisms that foster stewardship in  
open development
Kenya has been at the forefront of open development initiatives since 2011. The open 
government initiative is the most celebrated, as it was the first to sensitise the country 
on the value of openness through the Kenya Open Data Initiative (KODI). This research 
identifies the mechanisms that intermediaries use to produce openness in three areas 
of open development namely open government, open science and open education. 
Mechanisms will be linked to the five schools of thought established by Reilly and 
Alperin, namely, decentralisation, arterial, ecosystems, bridging and communities of 
practice. This study concentrates on the arterial and ecosystems schools of thought 
because we intend to resolve the obstacles (marginalised) people face when accessing 
open data/information by introducing “info-mediaries”. Secondly, the ecosystems 
school of thought seeks to ensure quality in data and production of value out of this 
data through intermediaries, and supporting policies and systems. These two schools of 
thought will act as a lens through which the mechanisms will be tested in the Kenyan 
context.

Dr. Jean-Paul Van Belle is a professor of information technology and director at 
the Centre for Information Technology and National Development in Africa at the 
University of Cape Town. He was head of the department of Information Technology 
at the University of Cape Town from 2008 to 2011. Van Belle has written over 120 
published peer reviewed articles in the fields of service-oriented architecture, unified 
communications within businesses, open source software, mobile computing, and 
information and communication technologies for development.

Paul Mungai is a Software Developer at the eLearning Support & Innovation Unit (eLSI), 
University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa. He concentrates on developing and 
maintaining eLearning web/mobile solutions and carrying out research in ICT4D and 
ICT4Ed. He also worked in two other leading institutions, namely: University of Nairobi 
(2004-2009) and the University of the Western Cape, South Africa (2009-2010). 
He holds a Bachelor of Business and Information Technology (BBIT) from Strathmore 
University and a Master of Philosophy specialising in Information and Communication 
Technologies from the University of Cape Town – Center for Education Technology. He is 
currently pursuing his PhD at the same institution. 

JEAN-PAUL VAN BELLE 
South Africa

PAUL MUNGAI 
South Africa
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BIOGRAPHY

Theoretical Framework
Open and/or Apolitical? A critical re-examination of Open Information Systems
This project proposes a theoretical framework to analyse the phenomenon of learning 
among users of open information systems (OIS) in which learning is taken to be 
indicative of positive social transformation. In order to understand how learning takes 
place in the context of OIS use through the interaction of structures and agency, we 
draw on practice-based situated theories of learning and critical information studies. 
Such theories prompt us to adopt a broader processual view of learning as an everyday 
practice that shapes individual identity which can be then leveraged to negotiate 
varied life situations beyond the immediate learning of how to use an OIS. Based on 
this understanding of learning, we develop a framework that will critically examine 
different levels of learning occurring within a matrix of communities of practice (CoPs) 
specifically in the context of OIS use. The broader objective of this framework is to 
unravel the different opportunities of learning (as development) that OIS provide which 
were hitherto unavailable to its users.

Dr. Janaki Srinivasan is an Assistant Professor at the International Institute of 
Information Technology Bangalore (IIITB). She obtained her Ph.D. from UC Berkeley 
School of Information. As a postdoctoral research associate at the Virginia Tech 
Department of Engineering Education in 2013, she worked on the Aadhaar project in 
India to understand how information gathering by the state mediates the relationship 
between a population and the state. In 2014, as a fellow at The Slow Science Institute 
in Berkeley, she analysed the trajectory of development thought that has enabled the 
deployment of information as a development tool in recent years. She also studies 
the political economy of information and ICT-focused development initiatives. Janaki 
is currently working on the role of intermediaries in ICT-based transactions among 
agricultural actors in India, and the role of information determinism in ICT-based 
initiatives.

Dr. Bidisha Chaudhuri is an Assistant Professor at the International Institute of 
Information Technology-Bangalore (IIIT-B), India. She has completed her PhD from 
the South Asia Institute at the Heidelberg University, Germany in 2012. She received 
an M.A in Sociology from Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi and a Joint 
European Masters in Global Studies from University of Leipzig (Germany) and Vienna 
University (Austria). She is the author of the book “E-Governance in India: Interlocking 
Politics, Technology and Culture” (2014, London & New York: Routledge).  Her research 
interests include e-governance, public policy reform, ICT for development, gender and 
development, and South Asian politics.

JANAKI SRINIVASAN 
India

BIDISHA CHAUDHURI 
India
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Empirical Project
Exploring the role of “learning as development” in open information systems –  
a case study from West Bengal, India
The project is a case study of an open information system providing weather 
recommendations and crop advisory to support climate change adaptation for marginal 
and small-holder farmers in the Purulia and Bankura districts of West Bengal, India. 
Specifically, the project focuses on the impact of open content and open processes within 
the system with regards to learning. Following the framework developed by Srinivasan 
and Chaudhuri, we aim to explore the ways in which the system enables different 
forms of learning through different modes of interaction – face-to-face, digital/ICT-
enabled, synchronous, asynchronous, mediated and direct. Using practice based theories 
of learning as a basis, we will look at the role of the system in relation to existing or 
potentially new communities of practice. We will aim to uncover whether the openness 
of the system is enabling learning going beyond the use of the system itself –  
impacting identity, agency, power and institutions among actors involved. 
Methodologically, we will use an ethnographic, mixed-method approach involving 
observation, semi-structured interviews with users of the system’s different modalities. 
Through this project, our contribution will be an improved understanding of how learning 
and development interacts within the context of open information systems.

Dr. Purnabha Dasgupta is currently the action research coordinator for the non-profit 
Development Research Communication and Services Centre (DRCSC) working on 
sustainable agricultural development, livelihoods, climate change adaptation etc.  
Prior to this, he has worked 3 years in Department of Science and Technology, 
Government of India Project on Sustainable Livelihood Development through scientific 
management of natural resources. He submitted his PhD thesis to Ramakrishna Mission 
Vivekananda University on sustainability assessment of integrated farming systems.

Linus Kendall is presently a PhD scholar on human-computer interaction in development 
at Sheffield-Hallam University, affiliated in India with International Institute of 
Information Technology in Bangalore and Development Research Communication and 
Services Centre (DRCSC) in Kolkata. He is currently researching knowledge management 
for sustainable agricultural development in West Bengal, India. He has previously worked 
with research, design and implementation of technology interventions in development 
projects in multiple projects spanning rural and urban areas of India.

DR. PURNABHA DASGUPTA 
India

LINUS KENDALL 
India
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KEY MILESTONES

2015 ushered in the start of the SIRCA III programme. Phase I cross-cutting open 
development theory teams were selected. PIs participated in a workshop to debate 
programmatic scope and to hear from policy-makers and practitioners in open 
development. The beginning of 2016 saw the launch of SIRCA III white papers on cross-
cutting open development theory, and the strengthening of the open development 
community through rigorous review, critique and engagement.

On September 30th to October 1st 2015, SiRC organised the first Open Development 
Theory Building workshop of the SIRCA III programme in Bangalore, India. The workshop 
kick-started the activities of the programme and served as the first step in establishing 
a common theory-building vision.

Day 2 featured a Policy Insights Dialogue Session and Mini-unconference to engage with 
practitioners, academics, and enthusiasts who shared an interest in open development. 
Such engagements allows for influencing practice and policy, as well as providing early 
inputs into the theory-building process. SiRC and the Centre for Internet and Society 
(CIS) co-organised the event which attracted over forty people.

At the workshop, Director Arul Chib and SIRCA III Research Associate Caitlin Bentley 
presented early findings of an open development impact review.  
The completed review has been published in the Electronic Journal of Information 
Systems in Developing Countries in 2016 and is a holistic and critical examination of the 
open development field.
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The second Collaboration Workshop, held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA on June 1st and 
2nd, 2016 was a critical milestone within SIRCA’s open development programme. The 
workshop enabled the theory and empirical teams to meet in person for the first time 
to discuss the design and execution of the empirical projects. A second goal of the 
workshop was to discuss the emergence of wider open development theory.

Director Arul Chib began the workshop by reiterating that the main purpose of the 
workshop was to provide researchers with opportunities to debate and improve the 
theoretical frameworks, as well as to engage with these frameworks through empirical 
research. The empirical teams commenced fieldwork in summer, 2016. The final SIRCA 
III workshop will be held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia on May 20th and 21st, 2017 to finalise 
the SIRCA edited book volume.
 

Creating the SIRCA III Book: Critical 
Perspectives on Open Development
A major research output of the SIRCA 
programme in production is the SIRCA 
III Book – “Critical perspectives on open 
development: Empirical investigation of 
theory construction” to be published in 
2017 by a major university press. SIRCA 
Research Associate, Caitlin Bentley 
began discussions of the book and 
invited theory and empirical teams to 
contribute their ideas. 

SIRCA III Open Session at 
ICTD 2016 Conference
During the ICTD conference, SIRCA III 
held an open session on “Debating 
Open Development: Sharing and 
Interrogating Experiences of Developing 
Cross-Cutting Theory in ICTD” at the 
Michigan League, University of Michigan. 
35 researchers and practitioners 
attended the workshop and offered 
their thoughts and experiences about 
the strengths and weaknesses of the 
programme. The second half of the 
session enabled attendees to debate the 
research design and approach taken by 
principal investigators.
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BUILDING THE FIELD OF  
OPEN DEVELOPMENT

Throughout 2015 and 2016, SIRCA 
III made great strides in generating 
seminal contributions to the field of 
open development. 

Assessing the field of open development
A paper titled “The Impact of Open 
Development Initiatives in Lower and 
Middle Income Countries: A Review of 
the Literature” by Research Associate 
Caitlin Bentley and Director Arul Chib 
was accepted for publication in the 
Electronic Journal of Information 
Systems in Developing Countries.

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to explore 
the field of open development in 
lower and middle income countries 
(LMIC) through a review of literature. 
We examined 269 articles between 
2010 and 2015, that were retrieved 
through keyword searches of the Scopus 
database and four ICT4D journals. 
This article adopts the pathway of 
effects model to analyse contributions 
according to inputs, mechanisms and 
outputs of open initiatives in LMICs. 
The review finds a fairly even spread 
of articles across the three stages 
of effects. Studies that disentangled 
reasons why or why not openness 
makes a difference provided the most 
insight to underlying mechanisms and 
impact of open initiatives. We found 
very little evidence that research 
within this area is concerned with the 
perspectives of poor and marginalised 
people – notably women. We therefore 
question the normative value of open 
development as a means to transform 
power relations. However, we argue 
that a more concentrated vision within 
this field is needed to exploit the full 
potential of digitally enabled openness 
for development.

A paper titled “Intermediation in Open 
Development: A Knowledge Stewardship 
Approach” by SIRCA III PIs Katherine 
Reilly and Juan Alperin was accepted for 
publication in the Global Media Journal 
-- Canadian Edition.
 
Abstract
Open Development (OD) is a subset 
of ICT4D that studies the potential of 
IT-enabled openness to support social 
change among poor or marginalized 
populations. Early OD work examined 
the potential of IT-enabled openness to 
decentralize power and enable public 
engagement by disintermediating 
knowledge production and 
dissemination. However, in practice, 
intermediaries have emerged to 
facilitate open data and related 
knowledge production activities in 
development processes. We identify five 
models of intermediation in OD work: 
decentralized, arterial, ecosystem, 
bridging, and communities of practice 
and examine the implications of each 
for stewardship of open processes. 
We conclude that studying OD through 
these five forms of intermediation 
is a productive way of understanding 
whether and how different patterns 
of knowledge stewardship influence 
development outcomes. We also offer 
suggestions for future research that 
can improve our understanding of 
how to sustain openness, facilitate 
public engagement, and ensure that 
intermediation contributes to open 
development.

Cross-Cutting Theory Building
“The current SIRCA III programme is 
a fabulous opportunity to get behind 
the sometimes simplistic rhetoric 
of the global ‘open’ movement and 
rigorously explore it in the context of 
‘development’. It is also the opportunity 
to build new theory that emerges when 
working across disciplines and domains. 
In terms of my personal experience and 
expertise, the programme helps me to 
see open education and open learning in 
a potentially wider framework.”
John Traxler,  
University of Wolverhampton

“SIRCA has created a wonderful 
space to discuss and co-frame ‘open 
development’, a hopefully useful 
addition to the world of critical 
knowledge on ICTs and society.  This is 
timely, given that contesting visions 
of openness make separating the 
wheat from the chaff an important 
precondition for appropriate policies.”
Anita Gurumurthy & Parminder Singh,  
IT for Change

“It is important for researchers to 
examine the bases (ideological, political, 
economic, etc.) of the claims made 
about the benefit of openness; to be 
aware of possibilities that openness 
might become ‘hegemonic’ or symbolic. 
It is vital to examine whose interests 
are being served by openness and how.”
Yingqin Zheng,  
Royal Holloway University of London

“The examination of open systems in 
the area of development is critical for 
understanding the role of ICT in the 
Global South.”
Rich Ling,  
Nanyang Technological University 
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SIRCA ALUMNI NETWORK 
ACHIEVEMENTS

The SIRCA programme is dedicated to 
building sustained, long-term research 
capacity, and is pleased to note the 
continuing achievements of SIRCA 
alumni – researchers who were part of 
the programme’s first cycle from 2008 
onwards. 

SIRCA I PI Dr. Pham Huu Ty has been 
promoted to the Head of Department 
for the International Cooperation and 
Science-Technology at Hue University 
for Agriculture and Forestry (HUAF), 
Vietnam. He will share his experience in 
teaching and researching soil erosion, 
landslides, land use planning, GIS and 
remote sensing to become a strong 
leader within his university.  

Congratulations to SIRCA II PI Dr. Kabran 
Aristide Djane, a lecturer/researcher 
at Peleforo Gon Coulibaly University of 
Korhogo (In the North of Côte d’Ivoire) 
who got a position as the head of 
International Relationship Affairs Office 
of his university.

SIRCA I Awardee Dr. Rajiv George Aricat  
was a Co-PI for a research study that 
explored adoption and usage of mobile 
phones in Myanmar. “We focused on 
the small scale business units including 
scrap collectors and aggregators and 
brick manufactures in Myanmar to 
find out how mobile phones affected 
business processes and social relations.”  

Studies have appeared in Journal of 
Information Technology & Politics, 
Information Technology & People and 
International Journal of Communication, 
and as conference presentations and 
seminars. Currently, he works as a 
Research Associate for a project on the 
spread of rumours via social media, 
funded by the Ministry of Education, 
Singapore. 

Dr. M. Sirajul Islam (Siraj) is an Assistant 
Professor in information systems at the 
Informatics unit of Örebro University 
School of Business, Sweden. He is 
also now in charge of coordinating 
an international master program in 
Information Systems (eGovernment 
specialisation) in collaboration with 
University of Rwanda funded by SIDA. 

Dr. Stephen Kimani is the Director of the 
School of Computing and Information 
Technology (SCIT), Jomo Kenyatta 
University of Agriculture and Technology 
(JKUAT), Kenya. As the Director of SCIT, 
he aims to establish excellence in ICT 
education, research and training at 
the institute, leading to positive social 
impact within local communities.

Congratulations to Elinor May Cruz, 
SIRCA II PI who is the 2016 Gawad 
Tsanselor sa Natatanging REPS 
(Research, Extension and Professional 
Staff) – one of the University’s most 
prestigious awards.

Dr. Baohua Zhou is a Professor 
and Assistant Dean at the School 
of Journalism, Fudan University. 
He is Director of the New Media 
Communication Master Programme 
and Associate Director of Media and 
Public Opinion Research Centre at the 
University. 

SIRCA I Graduate Awardee,  
Dr. Thanomwong Poorisat received her 
Ph.D. in communication research with a 
focus on cognitive processing from Wee 
Kim Wee School of Communication and 
Information at Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore in 2015. She is 
currently working as a research fellow 
at the School. 

SIRCA I PI Dr. T. B. Dinesh  shared that 
“our SIRCA project has been an initiator 
of many new research directions here 
at Janastu (janastu.org) and Servelots 
(servelots.com). We have worked on 
these with groups doing community 
radio, tribal studies and intangible 
heritage, COWMesh (community 
owned wifi-mesh) using Raspberry Pis 
and open community events such as 
barcamp and anthillhacks.”
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SIRCA ALUMNI  
NETWORK PUBLICATIONS

SIRCA I PI Dr. Mahfuz Ashraf published 
a journal article titled “Quantitative 
analysis of Amartya Sen’s theory: 
an ICT4D perspective.” Published in 
the International Journal of ICT and 
Human Development (IJICTHD), volume 
7, issue 3 in 2015, Ashraf provided a 
comparative case study analysis of the 
benefits of ICT according to individual, 
community and organisational levels.  

He also published a piece in the 
Bangladesh Journal of MIS investigating 
the relationships mobile Internet users 
have with telecom operators. Titled 
“Factors affecting mobile Internet 
usages in Bangladesh” was published in 
volume 6 issue 2, 2016.

SIRCA I PI Dr. M. Sirajul Islam has taken 
his research to a global scale in his 
latest article titled “Investigating 
choices of appropriate devices for 
one-to-one computing initiatives in 
schools worldwide,” published in the 
International Journal of Information and 
Education Technology (IJIET), volume 6, 
issue 10, 2015. 

SIRCA I Graduate Awardee  
Dr. Thanomwong Poorisat  has 
received acceptance for two articles 
to be published in 2016 in top ranking 
journals American Behavioral Scientist 
and Health Communication. Both 
articles treat health issues and health 
communication with a focus on social 
networking sites. 

SIRCA II PI Yaya Ky published a paper 
titled “Analysing the mobile-banking 
adoption process among low-income 
populations: A sequential logit model”  
in the Economics Bulletin journal, 
volume 35, issue 4. 

SIRCA II PI Dr. Kabran Aristide Djane is 
now working on another book based 
on dimensions of the results of SIRCA 
“Project: Food drivers and mobile 
phone” in rural areas completing this 
by multilevel analysis and vis-à-vis to 
environmental sociology theories.

SIRCA I PI Dr. Regina M Hechanova 
published a paper titled “Group-based 
mindfulness-informed psychological 
first aid after Typhoon Haiyan, Disaster 
Prevention and Management”  in the 
Philippine Journal of Psychology in 
volume 24  number 5, 2015, and “The 
development and initial evaluation of 
Katatagan: a resilience intervention for 
Filipino disaster survivors” in the same 
journal, volume 48, number 2, 2015. 

SIRCA I Awardee Komathi Ale has a 
paper forthcoming in the Journal of 
Education Technology Research and 
Development entitled “Contextualized-
OLPC education project in rural 
India: Measuring learning impact and 
mediation of computer self-efficacy”. 
The paper, co-authored with Director 
Arul Chib, is a culmination of the SIRCA I 
grant supported study.

The Impact of Information Society 
Research in the Global South
Edited by Director Arul Chib, Julian May 
and Roxana Barrantes

The second volume in the SIRCA book 
series investigates the impact of 
information society initiatives by 
extending the boundaries of academic 
research into the realm of practice. 
Global in scope, it includes contributions 
and research projects from Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. The international 
scholarly community has taken a variety 
of approaches to question the impact 
of information society initiatives on 
populations in the Global South. This 
book addresses two aspects – Impact 
of research: How is the research on 
ICTS in the Global South playing a role 
in creating an information society? 
(e.g. policy formulation, media 
coverage, implementation in practice) 
and Research on impact: What is the 
evidence for the impact of ICTs on 
society? (i.e. the objectives of socio-
economic development). This volume 
brings together a multiplicity of voices 
and approaches from social scientific 
research to produce an engaging volume 
for a variety of stakeholders including 
academics, researchers, practitioners, 
policy-makers and those in the business 
and civil sectors of society. 

SIRCA Book published in 2015 is openly 
available on Springer Link. The book 
includes chapters from Arul Chib, 
Roger Harris, Alexander Flor, Andrea 
Ordonez, Julian May, Kathleen Diga, 
Laura Leon, Fouziah Rahim, Matias 
Dodel, Paz Olivera, Komathi Ale, Rajesh 
Chandwandi, Rahul De, Elino May Cruz, 
Trina Joyce Sajo, Ezmierelda Melissa, 
Anis Hamidati, Muniggar Sri Saraswati, 
Kabran Aristide Djane, Richard Ling, 
Fabro Steibel, Elsa Estevez, Baohua 
Zhou, and Roxana Barrantes. 



	 YEAR IN REVIEW SIRCA Semi-Annual Report 16/17 25

FINANCIALS

In 2016, the SIRCA Programme 
received a total of SGD SGD546,788.66 
(equivalent to CAD513,900) from 
IDRC. The total support is expected 
to be SGD748,954.13 (equivalent to 
CAD711,000). SIRCA III has utilised 
61.1% of total funds for the running of 
the programme, an additional 9% was 
contributed by SiRC.
 
Funded activities, apart from direct 
funding to 12 theoretical and empirical 
project teams, include training for 
the grantees through meetings, 
workshops and dissemination activities 
contributing directly to raising the 
programme’s profile. Distinguished 
policy-makers and industry experts 
were invited to the SIRCA III Theoretical 
Workshop, Policy Insights Dialogue 
Session and Mini-unconference.
 

In 2016, the programme funds 
supported the SIRCA III Collaboration 
Workshop and Open Session at ICTD 
2016 Conference. These activities 
shaped grantees’ perspectives on 
public opinion and provided a platform 
to showcase progress on theoretical 
development and empirical research 
design.
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In 2017, SIRCA entered the exciting 
empirical phase of the programme. 
A new group of highly qualified 
researchers gained funding to 
empirically test SIRCA theoretical 
frameworks in developing countries. 
These projects will critique and test 
these frameworks through rigorous 
empirical research, essentially 
establishing verified open development 
theory. The programme will also 
continue to engage the wider open 
development community in key forums.
 
SIRCA will organise a special public 
engagement event at the highly 
regarded IFIP Working Group 9.4  
2017 conference in May. Practitioners,  
policy-makers and researchers will 
interact and give feedback to SIRCA PIs. 
Prior to the conference, SIRCA will hold 
a workshop to finalise the SIRCA volume 
through peer-review.
 

LOOKING FORWARD

The workshop will focus on planning 
the book volume entitled Critical 
Perspectives on Open Development.  
This volume will question the 
legitimacy and overall purpose of 
open development and represents 
a remarkable evolution in the 
conceptualisation of digitally-enabled 
openness for social transformation. 
Critical Perspectives on Open 
Development will draw together original 
contributions from leading scholars 
in this field to deliver alternatives to 
mainstream siloed progress in this area.
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